'IRAQ
to the belief that no real aid to the achievement of their
aspirations could be expected from that quarter.1 Rumours
were about that the mandate system was but annexation in a
new form, and that colonization by the British and by the
Government of India had not been abandoned. The coming
of 550 English women, wives and relatives of officials, pointed
to the establishment of the British for a long stay. The estab-
lishment of farms for experimental work in cotton-growing
was interpreted as further evidence of India's intentions
towards 'Iraq. Confidence was difficult to maintain in the face
of so many facts and rumours. The 'Iraqis, like their fellow
Arabs, lacked patience to await developments. They desired
results, and these immediately and in a tangible form. Cool
and far-sighted heads were not lacking, but they were not
always in control. The majority believed, as Jacfar Pasha
al-'Askari was to remark later to Miss Gertrude Bell: 'My lady,
complete independence is never given, it is always taken.'2
The establishment of the Syrian State, immediately follow-
ing the Armistice, encouraged the Iraqis to look to their own
country where direct British administration continued.3 The
growing insistence of the Syrians that posts in the Damascus
Government be given to Syrians only made it necessary for the
Iraqi officers there to seek new outlets and opportunities for
their energies. 'Iraqi officers, disguised as Beduins, had
already toured Mesopotamia during July. They had reported
that the temper of the country was rising, and that active
agitation and continuous propaganda, backed with funds,
might win independence from Great Britain if it were not
freely given.
Other propagandists began to slip over the desert.  Societies
1 The attitude of the 'Iraqi Officers in Syria was ably reviewed by Gertrude
Bell m her confidential note, Syria in October, 1919, pp. 3-4 passim.
2 Bell, Letters, Vol. n, p. 569.  Lawrence had continually drilled the same
principle into the leaders of the Movement in Western Arabia: 'I had preached
to Faisal, from our first meeting, that freedom was taken not given.' Lawrence,
op. cit., p. 274.
* Syria in October t 1919, p. n.